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Government of india

SEE L0
 APURVA CHANDRA, a8

[~ ’ Department of Health and Family Weitare
7}:W s Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

WA 50
3 Heland :
D.O. No. 7.21020/02/2023-TC-Part(4)
9th September, 2024

As you are aware, tobacco remains one of the leading causes of preventable
diseases and deaths in India. resulting in 1.35 million deaths annually. Alarmingly, the
age of witiation of tobacco in the country is very concerning with the earliest
&i‘ instances of initiation in some States as low as seven years.

2, To address this issue, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government

of India. successfully launched a 60-day Tobacco Free Youth Campaign on 3]st May
2023, The campaign aimed to raise awareness about the harmful effects of tobacco
use, particularly among the youth. It was implemented across the country, with active
participation and contributions from the States and UTs, which were instrumental in
the campaign's success. The campaign focused on four key strategies: escalating
public awareness of tobacco's harmful effects, enhancing compliance with Tobacco
Free Educational Institutions (ToFEI), enforcing the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA), 2003, and promoting Tobacco Free Villages.

SRR S Rt LR

WD il Now T erg tatie Sl At

.

3 Building on the success of last year's campaign, it is now proposed to launch
Tobacco Free Youth Campaign 2.0, with an expanded scope to amplify the social
media engagement. The campaign will be launched by the Hon’ble Union Minister of
Health and Family Welfare on 24" September 2024 from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm.

4. A preparatory meeting with Nodal Officers of the National Tobacco Control
Programme (NTCP) trom all States and UTs was convened on 2nd September 2024
to finalize strategies, ensure seamless implementation, and establish protocols for
data reporting, monitoring, and evaluation. The State Nodal Officers have already
been briefed on the campaign’s strategies and targets. These targets include
conducting a minimum of 30 IEC campaigns per district, declaring at least 160
educational institutions per district as ToFEI compliant, declaring a minimum of 20
villages per district as tobacco-free, and conducting at least 16 enforcement drives per
district. This year’s campaign will also emphasize social media engagement to
involve youth and protect children from tobacco industry interference, in line with the
theme of World No Tobacco Day 2024. Enclosed are detailed strategies and suggested
activities for the pre-campaign, launch, and campaign phases.

5 The campaign encourages inter-ministerial  and inter-departmental
coordination and support from partner organizations. States and Districts are required
to implement the strategies, meet the assigned targets and report data daily on the

3221, Eemat secvhiwiunic in
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. ,Kf_i MIS ppzml under the tab, "TFYC 2.0." desi
performance indicators ave highlighted " &’u; designed for campaign reporting. Key
and UTs will be ackr > highlighted on the portal, and . he : ‘
e acknowledaed. axd folin wrial, and the best-performing States
based on their partici owledged and felicitated during the Nationg lpR* ew 5
on thetr participation. : ational Review Meeting
0. i shall be grateful if
¢ ¢ grateful oirld di
e %ﬁ]péeln H }f.ou wgld direct the concerned officers for their active
tarpets for the succ -F‘_Lma/t‘xon of the outlined strategies in achieving the assigned
£ success of the Tobacco Free Youth Campaign 2.0 :

Yours sincrely.

G

(Apurva Chandra)

Fncl: As mentioned above.

Chief Secretaries of All States/ UTs
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